
Wilro Park Baptist Church 
1 July 2020 

 
Dear Church Family 

 
We as Elders have met twice now, as well as a meeting with the Deacons, to discuss the 
way forward in the light of the announcement from our President regarding the partial 
reopening of places of worship.  

 
We have looked at recommendations from the Baptist Union, Baptist Northern 
Association and other Church Organisations regarding the possible reopening of Church 
services at this time. 

 
In summary these are the regulations gazetted which directly impact us being able to 
meet: 
 
- General 

o Churches should where possible continue with online services. 
o All people over the age of 60 or who are considered higher-risk are 

encouraged to worship at home. 
o No gatherings of more than 50 persons are allowed. 

 
- Health and Safety Measures 

o All persons must be screened for temperature on arrival and must complete a 
declaration with all personal contact details, confirming that you do not have 
any symptoms associated with Covid-19. 

o  All persons must in addition report whether you suffer from a list of additional 
symptoms which may place you into a high-risk category. 

o Any persons who exhibit any symptoms related to Covid-19 or who have 
other symptoms considered high risk will not be permitted to enter the 
building. 

o All persons must be informed of the dangers of Covid-19 and the risks 
associated with attending the service. 
 

- Social Distancing 
o No physical contact is allowed between persons. 
o A minimum of 1.5m must be observed between all people at all times. 
o No congregational singing is allowed. 
o No ritual requiring contact (Communion, Baptism, Collection) is permitted. 
o No social interaction (fellowship) is allowed before or after the service. 

 
- Personal Protection 

o All persons must wear a face mask for the duration of the service.  
 

- Sanitization Measures 
o All surfaces (chairs, floors, counters) must be thoroughly sanitized before and 

after every service 
o All common areas (bathrooms, foyer, doors) must be thoroughly sanitized 

before and after every service 



The above is just a summary of the restrictions, but the detailed list of requirements in 
terms of administration, record keeping and other health and safety protocols is 
extremely onerous.  

 
I think that the guiding principle from Scripture at this time should be 1 Corinthians 10: 
23, 24 which says… “All things are lawful,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are 
lawful,” but not all things build up. Let no one seek his own good, but the good of his 
neighbour.” 
 
In the light of the above, we as Elders have taken the decision to continue with our 
online services for the month of July and probably August, unless something significant 
changes which may impact this decision. These winter months make the regathering of 
the church during this season most risky – both in terms of Covid-19 but also the other 
normal winter illnesses which contribute to both the spread of the virus and also the 
vulnerability of those who attend. 

 
While this decision has not been an easy one to take, we do believe that we are doing 
what is best at this time for both the spiritual and physical wellbeing of the Church, while 
at the same time seeking to honour God in all that we do in our witness for Him. 
 
We certainly are all feeling the pain of limited Christian fellowship during this time, and 
are looking forward to that day when we will all be able to meet again as the gathered 
church. If you are needing any counsel or prayer during this time, please reach out to 
any of the pastors, elders or small group leaders, so that we can share your burdens at 
this time, and can pray together with you. 
 
Let us all continue to pray for God’s grace on our country, our leaders, our medical 
workers, our elderly and all those most affected by this crisis – that God would be 
pleased to show mercy and to give strength in our time of need. 

 
With much Christian love and concern  
 
Pastor William, Elders and Deacons 

 
 


